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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
8/28/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 5, this claim recites "collecting each discount applied". It is 
unclear as to how applied discounts may be collected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 4-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Walker (WO 00/21005). Walker teaches a system and method for providing discounts 
for purchases between different merchants that includes all of the limitations recited in 
the above claims. 

Regarding claims 4, 8, 11, and 14-16, Walker teaches offering a discount to a 
customer when that customer meets certain criteria with 2 (or more) merchants, that 
criteria including the purchase of specific item(s) from each merchant (Page 15 Lines 
16-19, Page 16 Lines 9-16, Page 17 Lines 9-21, and Page 18 Lines 12-18). Walker 
also teaches a store code identifying each merchant (Figure j3 References 824, 832 and 
Figure 10 Reference 1024), an item code identifying each product for sale (Figure 10 
Reference 1030), and a discount item flag identifying items as being subject to a 
discount (Figure 10 Reference 1020). Since Walker teaches that a criteria for offering 
the discount could be a required purchase from a 1 st merchant and a criteria for 
redeeming the discount could be a required purchase for a 2 nd merchant, all items 
subject to this criteria must have the associated discount item flag. Walker further 
teaches notifying the purchaser of the obtainable discount (Page 15 Lines 18-19) and 
applying the discount should the criteria be met (products are purchased from the 
different respective merchants which is part of the criteria that needs to be met for the 
discount, so this meets the step of discrimination) (Page 18 Lines 13-16). While Walker 
teaches this process as taking place in an actual mall (Page 7 Lines 14-16 and Page 8 
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Lines 5-6), Walker also teaches this as taking place online (Page 8 Lines 7-9 and Page 
23 Lines 13-16). Due to the multiple merchants that do business through it, the Internet 
is a virtual mall. 

Regarding claim 5, Walker teaches the discount as being applied to any number 
of items at different retailers (Page 25 Lines 11-16). If a discount is applied to a 
purchase, the discount is "collected" by the consumer. 

Regarding claims 6, 9, and 12, if two items are purchased from a merchant 
(regardless of the discount item flags), both items have been selected for purchase by 
the consumer. 

Regarding claims 7, 10, and 13, Walker teaches offering a discount (Figure 10 
Reference 1022) for the purchase of one of a set of particular items (Figure 10 
Reference 1030) and/or a required purchase price threshold (Figure 10 Reference 
1028). If the threshold is set at $10, and multiple items are listed as required purchases 
(thus all of which would have discount item flags), one required item priced at $5 would 
not have the discount applied while a required item with a higher price of $15 would. 
This scenario is supported by Walker and is representative of the claim language. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Bekerman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3256. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 - 3:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric W. Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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